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ADVENTURES AWAIT T
AT THESE RESORTS .0 ¢
BY TANYA G. BURNETT
AND KEVIN PALMER

acques-Yves Cousteau put Belize

on the map when he explored the
magpnificent Great Blue Hole. Ever since,
divers, adventurers and eco tourists
have flocked to this small nation in in=
creasing:numbers, lured by lush, exotic".
landscapes above and below. The key to %
unlocking Belize's remarkable treasures?: \\
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What to wear 3 mm wetsuit in winter;
shorty in summer Average viz 100-plus _
feet When to go year-round
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Find Your Eco Bliss

HAMANASI ADVENTURE & DIVE RESORT, HOPKINS VILLAGE

rriving at Hamanasi is the kind
of experience that invites a re-

assessment of the word “paradise.” The
award-winning PADI IDC resort is equal
parts boutique eco-lodge, romantic get-
away and first-class dive resort. Its 23
rooms and bungalows are delicately wo-
ven into 21 acres of tropical gardens, fruit
trees and barely contained jungle, where
brilliantly adorned birds and blooming
orchids clearly outnumber the guests.
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Resort manager Andrew Usher and his
gregarious local staff have mastered
the ambience of escapism in a way that
keeps guests returning for more. Fresh
fruit and juices flow from the garden in
overwhelming abundance, and provide
the perfect complement to a siesta under
the palms by the pool or sea. After a cou-
ple of days at Hamanasi, more than one
guest has been heard to exclaim, “T am
never leaving!”

Enormous stalactites
drip from the Great
Blue Hole; a rock
beauty (top).

Owners Dana and David Krauskopf
have worked tirelessly to create a green
resort, introducing many concepts new
to southern Belize — their efforts have
been rewarded with a Green Globe
Certification and a staff spirit that trick-
les down to activities in local villages as
well. They’ll gladly point out many of
the efforts implemented on site.

Toby Truelove, head of dive opera-
tions at Hamanasi, thrives on the variety
of diving options he has right off his
dock. He runs trips all the way from the
South Water Caye Marine Reserve to
Lighthouse Reef Atoll on special “Blue
Hole Day Trips.”

“] like to dive sites a little differently
than other operators, to maximize enjoy-
ment and photo ops,” Truelove says.

Glovers Atoll — a World Heritage Site
— lies directly east of the resort, provid-
ing spectacular diving on Belize’s most
remote atoll. “Glovers has more than 45
miles of drop-offs, pinnacles, massive
elkhorn coral and loads of fish,” Dana
Krauskopf effuses about her favorite
area. “So much of the atoll is unexplored
— we're still discovering new sites.”

In April, May and June, Hamanasi
runs whale shark encounters around
the time of the full moon, to coincide
with the snapper spawn. Being on the
mainland also makes it easy to orga-
nize land adventures for nondiving
spouses and family members when
their diving partners refuse to get out
of the water.

“SORT

DURTESY HAMANASI ADVENTURE & DIVE RE:

(el

TT; OPPOSITE:

FROM TOP: NORBERT PROBST/AGEFOTOSTOCK; TANYA G. BURN



Hamanasi Adventure
& Dive Resort

HAMANASI.COM

» PADI INSTRUC-
TOR DEVELOP-
MENT CENTER
with PADI instruc-
tion to Assistant
Instructor

» BOATS Hanou,
20 divers max;
Big Dipper, 16
divers max;
Belize Adventure,
20 snorkelers or
eight divers max
»» GUIDED DIVES
By instructor and
divemaster, max
eight per guide

» MAX DIVE

One howr, lo

if prearrang

support

»» RENTALS Dive
gear, computers
and cameras

» STORAGE Staff
rinses and stores
gear overnight

>» NEAREST
AIRPORT Belize
International
Airport (BZE),
about three hours;
Dangriga Airport
(DGA), 45 minutes
»> ACCOMMODA-
TIONS Twenty-
three air-condi-
tioned rooms,
including deluxe
and regular
treehouses
(free-standing

units nestled in
coastal littoral
forest; deluxe
have kitchen-
ettes), honey-
moon suites,
deluxe and regu-
lar beachfront
rooms, with
hand-crafted
Belizean hard-
wood furnishings,
private porches
with hammocks,
and spacious
bathrooms

*»» AMENITI

to Glovers and
Turneffe atolls
and South Water
Caye Marine
Reserve, and can
dive Blue Hole,
Lighthouse Reef
and Gladden
Spit; 50-foot
freshwater
infinity pool;
Singanga
restaurant and
bar; grocery in
Hopkins Village;
Mayan ruins

> RESERVATIONS
501-520-7073,
877-552-3483 or
info@hamanasi
.com

plazaresortbonaire

Dive, Drive,

Deluxe, Dlscover’ ,

ood!
rinks!
DAY!

NEW ALL-INCLUSIVE 4D VALUE PACK Now AVAILABLE!
GREAT FOOD! GREAT DIVING! INCREDIBLE SUITES!

40 PACKAGE STARTS AT <1100 per person @uany:

:II.I.‘N.S&EMS' 11 BOAT UNLTD SHORE
6 DAYS VEHICLE = AIRPORT TRANSFERS * TAXES & SERVICE CHARGE

ALl FBR ONE GREAT PRICE...
CALL NOW FOR OUR ALL-INCLUSIVE 4D VALUE PACK!

For reservations please call

Toll Free: 1-800-766-6016
Local: (781) 821-6016 Fax: (781) 821-1568

www.plazaresortbonaire.com
usa@plazaresorthonaire.com

Award Winning Accommodations and World Class Diving on
Beautiful Little Cayman. Discover the ideal dive vacation at
Little Cayman Beach Resort.

800.327.3835

www.littlecayman.com
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